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The Score on Reorganization 


By May 23, Congress had approved 16 of the 21 re- 
organization plans submitted by the President 60 days 
earlier (see TRENDS 3/20/50). Five were defeated. 

These 16 plans fell roughly into three groups. 
The first transferred to heads of four executive de- 
partments full responsibility for their departments. 
The departments involved were Interior, Commerce, 
Justice and Labor. The second group vested in the 
chairmen of four independent regulatory commis- 
sions the responsibility for their day-to-day adminis- 
tration. The commissions affected were: the Federal 
Transportation Commission, the Federal Power 
Commission, the Security and Exchange Commis- 
sion and the Civil Aeronautics Board. The third 
group provided for the transfer of certain related 
functions to and from the General Services Adminis- 
tration and the Department of Commerce. 


Congressional Action 


The five plans that were killed were almost identi- 
cal to those approved and concerned the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, the National Labor Relations 
Board, and the Departments of Agriculture and the 
Treasury. There was no set pattern for the voting. 
One of the first plans to be debated drew considerable 
political fire. This fire took its toll of the five in the 
first days of voting and the remaining 16 plans were 
passed or allowed to go into effect in what might be 
termed a bi-partisan truce. 

The general line of argument against both the 
commission and departmental plans was that they 
would give too much power to one man. The 
proponents stated that the plans followed the Hoover 
Commission principle that a clear line of responsibil- 
ity should be established to and from the heads of 
government agencies. 

At the present time, four similar plans are awaiting 
action by Congress. Three of these relate to the 
transfer of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
to the Department of Commerce and the fourth 
would give the chairman of the National Security 
Resources Board full administrative responsibility 
for that agency. Indications are that the President 
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Toward North Atlantic Unity 


Significant steps were taken at the recent meeting 
of the North Atlantic Council to bring its member 
nations closer together and coordinate their policies— 
economic, political and military—toward winning 
the cold war. (See TRENDS, May 15.) 

Major decisions were announced by the twelve 
foreign ministers as the Council ended on May 18. 
Even.more important will be the action which the 
nations take to carry out these decisions. For they 
bind members of the North Atlantic Treaty together 
in a way unprecedented in peacetime and will re- 
quire the giving up of some sovereignty on the part 
of each. 


New Machinery 


The two most important accomplishments are the 
creation of new machinery and the recognition of a 
new principle. An Executive Committee was set up 
by the Council, to meet continuously in London and 
to consist of one deputy appointed by each foreign 
minister. This Committee will work out strategy, 
within the lines drawn by the North Atlantic Coun- 
cil, to carry out the purposes of the Treaty and co- 
ordinate the policies of the member nations. Because 
it will be in constant session and because of its high- 
level membership the Committee should act as an 
important unifying force. It is expected that the 
American representative, yet to be named, will be 
chosen as head. 


New Principle 


Equally significant is the new principle agreed 
to by the foreign ministers: that the security of 
the North Atlantic area requires a balanced collective 
defense force among its members. Rather than try- 
ing to be self sufficient by making its own armed 
services well-rounded, each nation will specialize in 
certain phases—armies, navies or particular kinds 
of air power. This principle recognizes the fact that 
today no nation can defend itself alone but must 
rely upon, and contribute to, collective strength. 

This principle should also help solve one of the 
major problems of the North Atlantic countries— 
how to finance both economic stability and a heavy 
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will revise and resubmit some of the defeated plans 
and will also send up several new ones before Con- 
gress adjourns. 
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armament program. For it should eliminate costly 
duplication of national defense programs. Putting 
the principle into practice, however, will be a long 
task and financial problems are already looming 
large. 


Other Steps Toward Unity 


Other related steps have been taken in the past 
two weeks to bring nations in the North Atlantic 
area nearer together. The meeting of the foreign 
ministers of Britain, France and the US. just before 
the North Atlantic Council helped to iron out differ- 
ences in the policies of those three nations in various 
parts of the world, including Southeast Asia. The 
French proposal for pooling the coal and steel pro- 
duction of France and Germany under a joint au- 
thority has been widely acclaimed as an imaginative 
and constructive step toward European unity. After 
months of negotiation, Britain has agreed to join 
the payments clearing union which the Economic 
Cooperation Administration has been urging; the 
union should begin operation around July first. 

Steps are also being taken to tie Canada in with 
the machinery under the European Recovery Pro- 
gram, and thought is being given to the problems 
of economic aid and cooperation after the end of 
E.R.P. As he left London after the Council meeting, 
Secretary Acheson made clear that U.S. interest in 


European recovery will not end abruptly in mid- 
1952. 


Senate Defeats F.E. P.C. Cloture 


The prospects of any F.E.P.C. bill being passed 
by the 81st Congress seem dim after the failure of the 
Senate to invoke cloture on May 19. Technically, 
debate in the Senate thus far has not been on S. 1728, 
the F.E.P.C. bill, but on a motion to bring the meas- 
ure up for debate. By the present cloture rule, 64 
affirmative votes were required to limit debate and 
bring to a vote Senator Lucas’ motion to take up the 
bill. The vote on cloture was 52 to 32, with 19 Demo- 
crats for cloture and 26 against; the Republicans were 
33 for and 6 against. Twelve members of the Senate 
were absent, 6 of whom were announced as willing 
to vote yea. 

Even had cloture been invoked, debate would not 
have been limited to S. 1728. Senator Taft was pre- 
pared to move to substitute his voluntary F.E.P.C. 
bill (similar to the bill passed by the House on Feb- 
ruary 23) for S. 1728, the compulsory measure fa- 
vored by the Administration. (See Trends, March 6, 
1950) 


On May 22, Senator Saltonstall (R., Mass.) intro- 
duced for himself and Senators Ferguson (R., 
Mich.), Smith (R., N. J.), Knowland (R., Calif.), 
Thye (R., Minn.), and Ives (R., N. Y.), Senate 
Resolution 283. This would amend the cloture rule 
by requiring only a two-thirds affirmative vote of the 
Senators present and voting to cut off debate, rather 
than the presently required constitutional two-thirds 
(64 affirmative votes). The resolution has been 
sent to the Senate Committee on Rules and Adminis- 
tration. 

Although Senator Lucas promised after the May 
19 vote on cloture that F.E.P.C. would remain un- 
finished business and would be brought up before 
the Senate again, the measure seems to have little 
chance of consideration until the necessary votes to 
invoke cloture can be obtained. 
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* CURRENT LEGISLATION x 


Displaced Persons (H. R. 4567*): As we go to press, 
Conferees are meeting to iron out differences between Senate 
and House bills. Some progress has been made. 


European Recovery Program* (H. R. 7797): With Con- 
ference report approved by Senate May 25 and by House 
May 23, the bill now goes to the President for signature. It 
provides $2,850 million for ERP (including $150 million re- 
authorization of unexpended funds), $35 million for Point 
Four, and funds for Korea, China, U.N. International Chil- 
dren’s Emergency Fund, and U.N. works program for 
Palestine refugees. 


D. C. Home Rule*: Two new bills have been introduced: 
by Mr. Harris, H. R. 8434, on May 9, 1950, providing for 


an elected voteless Delegate to the House, an elected School 
Board, and reorganization of the District government; by 
Mr. Auchincloss, H. R. 8502, on May 15, 1950, same pro- 
visions as above except for no elected School Board. 35 signa- 


tures still needed on the Discharge Petition to bring out 
S. 1529*. 


Equal Pay for Equal Work: Hearings were held last week 
before the Kelley Subcommittee of the House Committee on 
Education and Labor on H. R. 1584*, providing equal pay 
for equal work for men and women. A Committee report 
has not yet been issued. 


*Indicates League support. 
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